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AQUA TONE /QELSTONE PROJECT 


l. Status: 


a. Weather condition* nr* generally favorable for aortal 
reconnaissance ov«r Europe and moat of Siberia from April through 
October and to the Far East are moderately good in rummer mid at their 
beat during the autumn. 
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b. AQUA TOME Detachment* are now in place and operational 
in Germany and Turkey with four aircraft each and in Japan with three 

They fly occaeional weather missions f | 

1 The 


aircraft* 


Detachment in Turkey carrier out occaeional reconnal* *ance over the 
Middle East. 


d. A simitar military capability i* currently being developed 
by die Air Force which 1* equipping a SAC squadron with Air Force procured 
U “& aircraft. This unit will be operationally ready wad available for 
deployment by i August 1957. 

e. It now appears that the will be reUdively safe from 
interception at least through the present reconnaissance season and 
possibly, under certain circumstances, considerably longer. Nevertheless, 
both its margin of advantage and tike security surrounding this operation 
are subject to continuous erosion so the AQUA TONE capability must be 
regarded as a wasting asset. 

2. Mans for the Current Season : Additional hard intelligence 
obtainable only through aerial reconnaissance Is urgently required, especially 
on developments and installations having to do with Soviet guided missiles, 
nuclear weapons, and intercontinental bombers. To cover thirty -five such 
targets which have been selected by the Intelligence Community as having 
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the highest priority should rcfaira come twelve to fifteen successful 
mitileRi, taking account of normal weather pattern#. If jermiaiioa 
i# granted to conduct there overflight* It i* proposed that they be trade r- 
tmfceit only a* highly favorable weather materialise# to a# to obtain 
maximum coverage with a minimum number of sortie*. This would 
imply a rate of operation of only one to three mission* per week. 
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